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pvy(?kfomg (pgck! | hope you had an enjoyable break over the
Christmas/New Year period. 2009 has had some challenges so
far, particularly with the devastating bushfires. We extend our

 Western Metro Ten thoughts to those who have been affected.
Pin Bowling Come n

T We have come up with a motto for 2000 Wor ki ng t o o
ry, Altona Bowl, ) ) o
15 April, 10.00am our f,wHhich seents very appropriate considering the recen
events! It also applies to SOV and the work we have ahead.
1 SOV Sailability Intro, . . . .
Coaching & Races I have recently attended eight regional committee meetings and have an
19 & 26 Apr iqndegr%tgnding of the issues faced by the regions. Following these visits we have
Docklands Yacht clup = Managed a few small wins, such as procuring a new meeting venue for the
NEIEE THIS Dandenong Valley Region and an athletics coach for the Barwon Region.
ISSUE: It has also been great to see our athl
. - |
T S — : encouraging to see the support of the families, coaches, volunteers and athletes!
2009 promises some exciting opportunities, such as setting up of a new region in
v [ i 2 western metropolitan Melbourne and the introduction of a number of new sports
Torch Run available to our athletes. We will also be launching our new website soon, which will
Head Office Visit 2 improve our communication and ensure that we are more accessible .
Who am I? 3 Good News!
On 14 February 2009 we hosted a Footba
State Summer Games 3 International Sports Centre. We had three players attend who enjoyed th@tity
We were also joined by representatives from the City of Yarra and Richmond Soccer
New Sports 4 Club (RSC)-
RSC has a large player base and hopes to establish a program for people with an
State Office Role 4 intellectual disability. The connection with such a large football club will assist us in

developing soccer as a key sport offered to athletes. If you are interested
register your interest with Peter Mitten on 9205 5555 or contact the SOV @
AFAN State Office.
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Work is currently underway to develop a new website for SOV. The website is due to be
launched later in March and will be a key link in our future communications.

The website will include special information to prospective athletes and volunteers, a
calendar of events as well as news items from regions and the State Office. We will let you
know when the website is up and running.

Feb 2009

SPECIAL OLYMPICS VICTORIA unveils a new website:

www.specialolympicsvic.org.au

Law Enforcement Torch Run

The Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR), was initiated in 1981

police officer in the USA. The LETR has now become a global :‘? ="
initiative, raising money across 55 countries for Special Olympict AW ENFORCEMENT
Since starting, the LETR has raised over $250 million for SpecieTO RCH RU N
Olympics. Fundamentally, the Torch Run is an actual running
event in which law enforcement officers and athletes run the

" Fl ame of Hope° to various -Opening Cer emo
established and the first official torch run is taking place at the State Summer Games on 4
PEV LAV ELLEAN April 2009. The torch run will start outside the Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium
with both the Victoria Police and SOV athletes taking part and bringing the lit torch to the
Games® Opening Ceremony.

SOV Meets Head Office

The State Office team visited SOA head office in Sydney in February 2009. The purpose of
the visit was to contribute to SOA®s pl ann
Board. The presentation included a summary of work to date and an outline of planned
support and activities for 2009, such as:

1 increasing awareness of SOV, and numbers of athletes, coaches and volunteers,
1 setting up new regions,

1 setting up and running new sports., and

1 increasing funding.

Feedback from the Board was positive and the CEO was impressed by level of commitment
the regions and State Office has towards sport and its athletes and our work to date.



PAGES State Summer Games - 4th and 5th April 2009

Our athletes have been training with great enthusiasm, looking forward to the State Summer Games. We are
also looking forward to the Games and hope to see many supporters there, even if you are not a participant! To
helps with your plans, the following information may be helpful.

Opening and Closing Ceremonies Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium
McDonalds Road, Epping (Mel. Ref. 182 J10)
Athletics - Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium
McDonalds Road, Epping (Mel. Ref. 182 J 10)
Aquatics - Mill Park Leisure Centre

Morang Drive, Mill Park (Mel. Ref. 9J 1)

Tennis - Epping Tennis Club

High Street, Epping (Mel. Ref. 182 B 8)

Bocce- Casa D®Abruzzo Club
O®Hems Road, Epping (Mel. Ref. 182 A 8)
Softball - Mill Park Baseball/Softball Centre

Morang Drive, Mill Park (Mel. Ref. 9 J 1)

We are looking forward to some great competition! Show your support by attending these Games, helping to
make this the most exciting event on our sporting calendar this year!

Don®t forget the Torch Run will start outside the N
and our athletescarrying _t he - Fl ame of Hope®.

Logo Design Competition

Congratulations .
In our previous newsletter we announced the

logo design competition with a $100 prize. We
have withdrawn the competition as we have not
received any entries.

All regions have become accredited by Special Olympics
Australia to operate as a Special Olympics program in accor-
dance with the Special Olympics International rules!

Who Am I? Elise Bishop!

Elise Bishop joined the Barwon Region as a tennis fan nine years ago. Elise has continued to play tennis and also
plays bowls.

What ®s been your gP &angwshe SORQatianal Baneyie@eenstand and competing
with the other states. | had torn a tendon in my hand, so | was playing with an injury. | did pretty well consider-

ing.
What ®s your Teanwslorite sport?

How do you like to spend your leisure time@oing to the beach; shopping for new clothes

and reading. I am currently reading St ey e
What ®s your f av o Ralakidgda waulg |iketo dp A crdise dne dhga y ?

What ®s your most My begllalishasradrdwnjpaigs soeesvsthi anshién

I I'i ke a good night®s sl eep al though | har




